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Howard Dean had us on our feet

Friends and supporters of former Vermont Gov. Howard
Dean suggest he is sensitive about the media label stuck to
his pained shout as his 2004 presidential hopes tanked in
Iowa:

The Dean Scream, the media pack called it.

Now that the still-practicing physician has become the
most effective progressive voice for meaningful health-
care reform, Dean’s characteristic enthusiasm might be
better known as the Howard Holler. Or how about the
Howard Hoot?

Several hundred active Democrats in Clark County got a
personal touch of the Dean magic on June 5 when the
ebullient doc keynoted the annual Jefferson Jackson Din-
ner and Auction. As Columbian reporter Kathie Durbin
put it in her account the next day: “Howard Dean brought
his trademark exuberance to the Clark County Fairgrounds
Friday, delivering a passionate call for national health care
reform heard by a crowd of 600 party loyalists who hooted
their approval.”

Good line. However, there was more friendly applause
than actual hooting as Dean’s remarks brought an already
enthusiastic
crowd to a
higher pitch of
partisan fervor.

The record
crowd for the
annual fund-
raising party
was considera-
bly swelled by
folks who had
been supporters
.~ of Dean since
~ carly in his bid
for the presi-

dency and

admirers of
his subsequent
leadership of
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Dan and Val Ogden presented the award
named for them to the 2009 married pair of
recipients, Pete Aller and Marsha Manning.

the Democratic
National Com-
mittee. A lot of
them share the
notion that Dean
should be part of
President

Barack Obama’s
inner circle. His
political in-
stincts and
medical per-
spective could
be great assets
for the team. In _
an interview .

with The De- 4 :

mocrat shortly Chair Dena Horton, Gov. Howard Dean
before he took to and U.S. Rep. Brian Baird were the stars
of our annual show.

the podium on JJ
night, Dean was philosophical about being relegated to the
outer circles by Obama’s inner circle. “That’s just political
reality,” he said of his relationship with the likes of Rahm
Emmanuel, the White House chief of staff.

Dean seems comfortable with his present role as a re-
spected party figure evolving into elder statesmanship. He
said he is not at all likely to be hanging around as a would
be successor to Obama come 2012.

He’ll no doubt continue to be in high demand for appear-
ances at such Democratic doings as our local Jefferson
Jackson festivity. Word is surely out that he’s the sort of
draw who can help a local party organization set records
for raising funds.

Having been high on the peak of political activity Dean
is content with practicing family medicine in New Hamp-
shire. And he probably would not hesitate to take a more
prominent advisory role in the Democratic presidential
administration should the starchy Midwesterners around
Obama find themselves in need of the help and perspec-
tive of a seasoned progressive from New England.



Meetings scheduled for July
2009 by the Clark County
Democratic Central
Committee and other
Democratic organizations.
(Check for updates at the
county party’s website:
www.bluedonkeys.com).

Independence Day cele-
Saturday, |brated variously and vigor-
July 4 ously but not in Democratic
Party meetings. (There will
not be a fireworks display
at Fort Vancouver National
Historic Site this year.)

Executive board of Clark
Monday, |County Democratic Central
July 6 Committee, 7 p.m. meeting
at the Carpenters’ Hall, 610
E. McLoughlin Boulevard.

18th Legislative District
Saturday, | Democrats meet at9 a.m. in
July 11 the Clubhouse at Tri-
Mountain Golf Course in
Ridgefield.

49th Legislative District
Saturday, |Democrats meet at 9:30
July 11 a.m. at the Hometown Buf-
fet in Vancouver Plaza to
plan for a picnic in August
or September.
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JJ was just terrific

By Dena Horton, Clark County Democratic Chair

Those of you who were not able to attend this year’s Jefferson Jackson
Dinner, you missed an amazing party. However, there is still a link
through CVTV’s archives to watch it.

It was an amazing coup for the Clark County
Democrats to get Gov. Howard Dean to be the
keynote speaker and we owe a debt of gratitude
to Ed Cote for helping to make it happen. Thank
you to Jim and Linda Martin, who chauffeured
the governor for the day.

The volunteers did a remarkable job directing
traffic, checking in the guests, running the silent
auction, keeping tabs during the live auction,
checking guests out and cleaning up.

Many thanks to Pam Brokaw, Jackie Cham-
bers, Holly Chamberlain, Jim and Linda Martin
and all the members of the Auction Committee for the procurement of so
many fabulous items and the decorative displays.

As Master of Ceremonies, Sen. Craig Pridemore was a natural, and
stage manager Jeremy Zegas helped keep the program humming. Eric
Withee, Jeremiah Thompson and other Young Democrats graciously vol-
unteered their time and talents to help pull volunteers together and make
people feel welcome.

It was a truly splendid event that would not have been possible without
the tireless, and often thankless, efforts put in by both Pete Aller and
Marsha Manning. They have definitely earned the Dan and Val Ogden
Democracy Award many times over and continue to be the heart and soul
of the JJ Dinner event. Many thanks to Pete and Marsha and congratula-
tions to the entire JJ Dinner Committee on a job superbly done!

Clark County Democratic
Monday, |Central Committee meets
July 13 at 7 p.m. at the Longshore
Hall on Ingalls Street west
of the Clark County Jail.

Clark County section of
Tuesday, |15th Legislative District
July 21 Democrats meets at 6:30
p-m. upstairs at the Parker
House in Camas adjacent to
the Camas-Washougal
Port’s marina.

17th Legislative District
Monday, |Democrats meet at7 p.m. in
July 27 the Forum Room at the
Waterford. Use the main
entrance on Village Loop
Drive.
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Pelz defending Organizing For America

Although Washington Democrats’ Chairman Dwight
Pelz wasn’t able to fit Clark County’s Jefferson Jack-
son Dinner and Auction into his busy schedule, he did
show up at the Longshore Hall two days later to share
some views and thoughts with the Clark County De-
mocratic Central Committee.

He assured the local partisans that the state party is in
good shape notwithstanding its off-year shrinkage to a
skeleton crew that keeps things ticking in preparation
for the next partisan election cycle in 2010, when U.S.
Sen. Patty Murray and all the state’s Democratic mem-
bers of the U.S. House of Representatives will be seek-
ing re-election. (He noted that Clark County will neces-
sarily focus effort on the re-election of Clark County
Commissioner Steve Stuart as well as Reps. Jim Moel-
ler, Jim Jacks, Deb Wallace and Tim Probst. He urged
us to think positively about the prospects for finding a
crack in the Republican bulwark of the 18th Legislative
District.)

He said local party folks should not be too concerned
about the structural meaning of Organizing for Amer-
ica, which amounts to an effort to continue and build
upon the national phenomenon that was the campaign
to elect President Barack Obama. By way of explaining
the situation he resorted to a metaphorical seven-layer
cake of party activity, with the basic layer being active
party members who attend meeting such as the Central
Committee’s monthly session and who regularly read
The Democrat. Other layers include those who regu-
larly vote for Democrats but wouldn’t think of showing
up for a precinct caucus or ringing doorbells on behalf
of a particular candidate. Total comprehension of the
layer-cake metaphor may require several exposures to
the Pelz lecture. Clearly, however, he understands Or-
ganizing for America as an ingredient in one of the lay-
ers. How it might work as part of the party is yet to be
determined. Meetings are being organized and partici-
pants are considering prospects and particulars. One
pending possibility is that Organizing for America
might provide the vehicle by which reticent Democrats
who solidly control both houses of Congress might be
persuaded to provide for the meaningful health-care
reform so avidly desired by a large majority of Ameri-
cans but opposed with even greater avidity by the profit
besotted elements of the health-care industry.

Pelz noted that the party is undergoing some struc-
tural shifts including the possible deconstruction of the
precinct caucus and county convention process by
which Washington has selected delegates to the De-

mocratic National Convention. Following the insistent
direction of the State Democratic Central Committee
Pelz appointed a task force to hold hearings about the
situation and provide some sort of direction for further
review by the state party.

Vicki Work getting shirts

Vicki Work, the secretary of the Clark County De-
mocratic Central Committee urges local Democrats to
make a statement about their party affiliation.

“As we continue to be involved in our community,”
she writes, “we thought a good way to become more
visible is to wear t-shirts.

“They are 100 percent cotton, union made in the
USA, with our logo on the back. They will be available
for about $9 each. We hope to have them ready by the
second week in July. The shirts will be at the Clark
County Democratic Central Committee Office in the
Carpenters’ Hall at 610 McLoughlin Blvd.”

People should call Vicki at 737-2451 for pick up
times.

Lawrence attends food meet

On Junel4-15 Kathy Lawrence was able to at-
tend Bread for the World’s gathering in Washing-
ton D.C. and the lobby day on June 16. She visited
offices of Rep. Jim McDermott, Sen. Patty
Murray, Sen. Maria Cantwell and Rep. Brian
Baird.

This year’s focus is making U.S. foreign assis-
tance more effective.

Democrats can learn more about Bread for the
World at www.bread.org. Also, Art Simon, the
founder of the group, has a new book out, An
Outcry of Citizens Against Hunger.

Amanda still needs help

Hockinson party star Amanda Nelson, past chair of
the Clark County Young Democrats and the Washing-
ton Young Democrats, continues her campaign to get
on the National Young Democrats leadership ladder.

Her campaign has included travel to several hotbeds
of youthful progressive.

She has passed hats at a number of Democratic gath-
erings including the Jefferson Jackson festivity but still
needs more ducats in the buckets. Send her checks,
credit card deposits and money orders by way of
0006-*-&3-&"7/+&8+#93-6,+*
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Eric Withee a young Democrat who works hard

This is the fifty-third in a series of introductions to some
local Democrats. Send suggestions for subjects of future
columns to mikewrit@hotmail.com.

Veteran Democrats who organized this year’s highly suc-
cessful Jefferson Jackson Dinner and Auction at the Clark
County Fairgrounds were unanimous and unstinting in their
praise for the efforts of Eric Withee.

The young Democrat took charge of volunteers weeks be-
fore the event and marshaled their efforts until the whole she-
bang was all cleaned up and all the donation items had been
sorted out properly.

Withee has been around local party activities too little no-
ticed and too frequently unsung for a couple of years now.
After moving to Clark County in 2006 to work as a research
consultant for a nutrition firm, he volunteered to help Norm
Banks and Jake Lawlor with the information infrastructure of
the Clark County Democratic Convention. He’s been avail-
able for necessary party chores ever since.

Withee was born and reared in Burns, Ore. After gradua-
tion from high school there he matriculated at Washington
State University in Pullman. Two years later he transferred to
Oregon State University to complete work on a bachelor’s
degree in biology. In addition to his studies he found time to
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help coach the football team at Crescent Valley High School.
Upon graduation he moved to Vancouver where he lived
while working for Bergstrom Nutrition. By the time he
showed up at Hudson’s Bay High School to help Banks and
Lawlor manage the record county convention turnout,
Withee was working for Greenpeace in Portland. Somewhere
along the way he relocated to a home in the hills north of
Camas and Washougal.

“In May of 2008,” he said, “I was approached by the Coor-
dinated Campaign to work for the Washington State Democ-
rats. I joined up in June. The campaign melded with Obama
for America in August of 2008.

“Working the campaign in Vancouver was the most re-
warding experience I have had. I got the opportunity to meet
hundreds of new people and to work closely with the Clark
County Democrats. The hard work that so many people put
in paid off, and in January I was able to attend the inaugura-
tion of President Obama in Washington, D.C.”

Following his successful mustering of some three dozen vol-
unteers for Jefferson Jackson he plans to help out with sev-
eral local campaigns and he is helping to organize the county
Democrats’ booth at the Clark County Fair in August. Volun-
teer to help him. Email eric.withee@gmail.com.



