17th Legislative District Democratic Committee

Meeting Minutes: Monday, October 24th, 2011 
17th LD Mission:

To build an effective, grassroots party organization that can help win local elections and maximize the Democratic vote in all elections.

Opening Business:

Call to Order: 7:05pm by Dena Horton

18 attendees

Pledge of Allegiance

Moment of Silence for Jack Morgan

Treasurers Report – Lorretta Thomas

Beginning Balance: $1521.84. Received $41 from September fifty –fifty drawing, $35.71 Habitat for Humanity Lunch reimbursement. 

Total: $1527.13    

Approval of September minutes. 

Welcome new members and friends: Dave Shehorn, Kathy Lawrence, Alex Rodewald & Chris Schaeffer. 
Precinct by Precinct Analysis- Dena Horton   
Dena gave a great presentation and analysis of the 17th LD. In the 17th we seem to vote for the candidate not always the party. There are parts of the 17th LD that are very blue and very red, but there is lots of purple. The following suggestions were made to help make the 17th LD bluer: 1) Voter ID 2) Lit Drop 3) Work w/ good PCOs in helping other PCOs canvass their precincts and 4) Extra concentration on GOTV in purple precincts. Copies of the analysis were handed out to members. If you would like a copy please contact either Dena Horton or Tanisha Harris.  

Redistricting and 3rd Congressional District Representative Update
Marsha Manning reported there are now 2 maps for consideration. They can be viewed online at the Washington State government webpage. There are several names being floated as possible candidates for the 3rd Congressional District. 
17th LD OFA Contact 

Michelle Akizuki has agreed to be the 17th LD OFA Liaison. Michelle will keep the 17th LD members informed of OFA activities and opportunities taking place in Clark County. Thanks Michelle!  

17th LD Campaign Team:
We still need a Coordinator. The Phone banking committee has been making calls on behalf of Rep Sharon Wylie and C-Tran’s Prop 1. Fundraising Committee chair is Les Lomax. The Lit Drop and Doorbelling Committees still need to be filled.                        

CCDCC/Executive Board Update: 

Due to safety concerns the November 14th CCDCC meeting will take place at the Teamsters Hall on Andresen Road. CCDCC is accepting canned food donations.          

Letters to the Editor: 

David and Bobbi Olson had letters to the Editors published supporting C-Tran’s Prop 1.  This month’s challenge is to phone bank/doorbell for Rep Sharon Wylie. 
17th LD Brainstorm for Charitable events for the holidays:

Ideas: Friends of Carpenter food packing, WHO (Winter Hospitality Overflow) and SHARE- wrap presents. 
Announcements and Upcoming Events 
1)  Michael King with the Washington State Senate Campaign Committee has been in Clark County recruiting potential candidates to run against Don Benton. 
2) Log on to Blue Donkeys website for information about endorsements and events. . 

3)  Tom Scharf is involved with Move On and the Occupy Vancouver. The Occupy Vancouver general assembly takes place on Tuesdays at 6pm at Esther Short Park. They are looking for an indoor facility. They have received good PR. They are encouraging people to bring canned food donations. Occupy Vancouver is very diverse and has people from all walks of life. They are looking into setting up a voter registration table at the Occupy rallies.  
4) Gary Akizuki presented 2 petitions I-505 & I-502. These petitions concern the decriminalization of marijuana and a state system that would regulate outlets for medical marijuana. Gary said he learned a lot about marijuana reading the petitions. Members could sign the petitions if they like. For more information: www.http://newapproachwa.ngphost.com.
5) Tanisha Harris presented Symbol of Freedom Events honoring veterans. Tanisha said she would send the flier via email.

6) Chris Schaeffer gave an update on the Sharon Wylie Campaign. GOTV is everyday from 10am to 8pm. A DC funding group has funded $40,000 for an anti-Wylie ad. Dan Ogden has put together an election observer schedule.
7) Dave Shehorn of the 18th LD Dems presented a check for $51 to the 17th LD. The check is from the winnings of the CCDCC bowling event.
50/50 Drawing:

Tom Scharf won the 50/50. He donated it back to the 17th LD.
Meeting was adjourned by Dena Horton at 8:42pm

